
 



BACKGROUND 
According to Vygotsky’s research, the 
relationship between a thought and a word 
is a process.  “Every thought connects 
something to something else, to establish a 
relation between things” (Vygotsky, 2012).  
Vygotsky considered talk as one of the basic 
symbol systems.  Before children put words 
on paper, they use talk to communicate.  
“Every thought creates a connection, fulfills 
a function, and solves a problem” 
(Vygotsky, 2012).  Children’s oral language 
efforts support their writing development.   

Early research on writing showed that 
reading and writing were viewed as 
secondary acts because they required 
instruction compared to primary acts of 
speaking and listening, which occurred 
naturally.  Piaget, Vygotsky, and Bruner 
established different thoughts about 
linguistic development.  They proposed 
symbolic play as an integral part of writing 
development.  Both symbolic play and 
writing were used to construct meaning.   

Later, studies conducted by Durkin, Clay, 
and Bissex produced research that 
advocated for print rich environments, 
activities such as scribbling, and drawing, 
and risk-taking during reading and writing 
development.   

Children should be exposed to print and 
books and provided with opportunities to 
write and talk with their peers about 
their reading and writing.  When 
students experience co-created 
classrooms, their development is an 
integrated experience where they feel 
ownership of their learning (Carroll and 
Wilson, 2008). 

“Indeed, our story is finally all 

any of us owns” (Horn and 

Giacobbe, 2007). 

HONOR APPROXIMATIONS 

Value the importance of talk.  Honor 
them as writers regardless of their 
developmental stage.  Know where they 
are so that you can nudge them forward 
in their writing practice. The goal is for 
them to see themselves as writers.   

EVERYONE HAS A STORY TO TELL 

When we set the stage for children to tell 
stories about their everyday lives, they 
learn that ordinary events can become 
extraordinary stories.  
 

 

Poem:  Dogs and cats are so much fun…they 
love to run, run, run. 

SET THE STAGE 
Share stories about your own life to model 
storytelling.  Invite children to talk about 
themselves.  This creates community and a 
safe place to belong (Horn and Giacobbe, 
2007).   

ORAL REHEARSAL 

Carve out a regular time for children to 
practice telling their stories to you and peers.  
Orally rehearsing their story gives them the 
opportunity to concentrate on the story itself, 
focusing on the details while hearing the story 
aloud.  When they try to write their story as 
they are creating it, it becomes confusing 
trying to work out the details and remember 
how to write the letters (Glover, 2009). 
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