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Successful Family Engagement Strategies 

During a Pandemic 

About the Texas Infant-Toddler Specialist Network 

Through a partnership with the Texas Workforce Commission, the Children’s Learning Institute 

(CLI), created the Texas ITSN to improve specialists’ and teachers’ practices and increase 

availability and quality of infant and toddler care. The Texas ITSN offers professional 

development opportunities and collaborative experiences covering a wide range of topics 

specific to supporting infant and toddler development.  

About your Presenters 

Terri Bledsoe and Elizabeth Diaz work as Internal Specialists and Teacher Mentors for the 

Children’s Learning Institute which is housed at the UT Health Science Center in Houston and 

provide training and support to both teachers and child development specialists on behalf of the 

Texas ITSN. Contact information: Terri.Bledsoe@uth.tmc.edu Elizabeth.Diaz@uth.tmc.edu, 

Learning Objectives (goals) 

After this training, participants will be able to 

• Define family engagement and explain how it differs from parent involvement. 

• List 4 ways that you can encourage family engagement at your school. 

• Identify at least 2 ways you could adapt your current family engagement plan considering 

the current pandemic. 

• Name at least 3 benefits to joining the Texas ITSN Teacher Program. 

What is Family Engagement? 

The Texas Education Agency defines family engagement as “The _______________ 

responsibility of families, schools, and communities is to build _________________, to support 

student learning and achievement and to support family well-being and the 

_________________ learning and development of children, families, and educators.”  

Family engagement represents a shift in mindset: 
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Family Engagement Topic: Partnering with Families 

Teachers partner with families by building ___________________ relationships and connecting 

____________________ with them. 

Notes about partnering with families: 

 

Things to remember about partnering with families: 

• A pandemic resurgence may make it difficult to maintain relationships with families. 

• Be ready to get creative in how you partner with families! 

• You can use the document Tips for Building Relationships with Families to help you with 

ideas. 

Family Engagement Topic: Encourage Play-Based Learning at Home 

Play-based learning provides opportunities for children to ___________________________ in 

learning experiences while at ___________________. 

Notes about encouraging play-based learning at home: 

 

Ways to encourage play-based learning at home using the CIRCLE Activity Collection: Family 

• Share the direct link with families (no sign-in is required!) 

• Tie home learning to concepts and skills being worked on in the classroom. 

Recommended CLI Engage Family Engagement Resource:  

Tips for Building Relationships with Families document 

https://public.cliengage.org/wp-

content/uploads/sites/10/2019/05/FE_TipsforBuildingRelationships.pdf  

 

Recommended CLI Engage Family Engagement Resource:  

CIRCLE Activity Collection: Family 

https://cliengagefamily.org   

 

https://public.cliengage.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/05/FE_TipsforBuildingRelationships.pdf
https://public.cliengage.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/05/FE_TipsforBuildingRelationships.pdf
https://cliengagefamily.org/
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Family Engagement Topic: Talk with Families about Child Progress 

Talking with families about their child’s developmental progress keeps families _____________ 

and helps ___________________ the support children need. 

Notes about talking with families about child progress: 

 

Key points to remember: 

• The two recommended resources can be used by teachers and families. 

• Even if you already have a child assessment tool, the Developmental Milestones 

Checklist can be used to supplement your data collection efforts. 

Family Engagement Topic: Hosting Family Events 

Family events can be used to prepare parents to be _____________________ home educators 

and to engage as _________________ in their child’s educational support team. 

Notes about encouraging play-based learning at home: 

 

Remember: 

• Parents are their child’s first and most important teacher 

• Hosting planned, purposeful, playful family events help prepare parents to be successful 

home educators. 

Recommended CLI Engage Family Engagement Resources:  

Developmental Milestones Checklists and Family Roadmap for Navigating Concerns 

https://public.cliengage.org/tools/assessment/infant-toddler-checklists/  

 

Recommended CLI Engage Family Engagement Resource:  

Supporting Sprouts family education resources 

https://public.cliengage.org/tools/quality/family-engagement-resources/hosting-

family-events-to-support-childrens-development/  

https://public.cliengage.org/tools/assessment/infant-toddler-checklists/
https://public.cliengage.org/tools/quality/family-engagement-resources/hosting-family-events-to-support-childrens-development/
https://public.cliengage.org/tools/quality/family-engagement-resources/hosting-family-events-to-support-childrens-development/
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Learning More Family Engagement 

Visit the CLI Engage website at https://cliengage.org. Click on the Tools & Resources tab and 
then select Family Engagement Resources from the right column. 

 

The resources are divided into the topics that we discussed today. We suggest that you start by 
downloading a copy of the Family Engagement Strategies: Infant-Toddler Teacher 
Checklist from the Getting Started section. 

 

Information about the Texas ITSN Teacher Program 

To receive access to even more free resources on CLI Engage we encourage you to sign up for 
the ITSN Teacher Program. Teachers in the program receive: 

• Access to online courses and webinars on CLI Engage to earn professional 

development hours 

• Opportunities to collaborate with other teachers in live online Professional Learning 

Community (PLC) trainings 

• Opportunities to earn participation-based incentives, such as a tablet, priority registration 

to 2-day Foundations Training, classroom kit, and/or stipend 

Ready to join? Talk to your program director and get them on board too, as they will need to 
take the first steps to get your program registered! 

Visit www.TexasITSN.org and click on Teacher Program in the Teachers menu to learn more.  

https://cliengage.org/
http://www.texasitsn.org/
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Tips for Building Relationships with Families 

https://public.cliengage.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/05/FE_TipsforBuildingRelationships.pdf  

 

https://public.cliengage.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/05/FE_TipsforBuildingRelationships.pdf
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Body Part Rhyme – family activity 

https://cliengagefamily.org/body-part-rhyme/  

 
 

 

https://cliengagefamily.org/body-part-rhyme/
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CLI Developmental Milestones Checklist 

https://public.cliengage.org/tools/assessment/infant-toddler-checklists/    

  

https://public.cliengage.org/tools/assessment/infant-toddler-checklists/
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Family Engagement Strategies: Infant-Toddler Teacher Checklist 

https://cliengage.org/clirep/FE/FE_TeacherStrategyChecklist.pdf  

 

https://cliengage.org/clirep/FE/FE_TeacherStrategyChecklist.pdf

